Ensuring the Availability and Access to
Congenital Heart Disease Care for Life

There are a Growing Number of Adult
Congenital Heart Disease Patients

Most children born with congenital heart disease
(CHD) in the U.S. today are expected to survive
into adulthood.

* Current estimates suggest there are
approximately 2 million adults with congenital
heart disease (ACHD) in the U.S!

* More than 2/3 of the ACHD population have
moderate to complex CHD.

* The ACHD patient population is expected to
grow at rate of 5 percent per year.!

* Less than 10 percent of the ACHD patient
population receives specialized ACHD care.
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Proposed Legislation: The Congenital Heart Care For Life Act

Reduce the barriers to entering the ACHD field for health professionals
Support the development of ACHD fellowship training programs
Promote ACHD-related continued education among general cardiology

professionals

Specialized ACHD Providers

According to the American Heart Association and
American College of Cardiology guidelines, every
ACHD patient should have a specialized regional
ACHD care center for their more complex needs.

* However, there are only an estimated 250
fellowship trained ACHD cardiologists and just
over 450 ACHD board-certified physicians.!

- Cardiology fellowships include 3 years of
training after medical school, and ACHD
fellowships are an added 2 years on top of the
cardiology fellowship post-medical school.

* Estimates suggest that at least 150 large regional
centers would be required to provide adequate
care for this population.2

* As of 2010, there are only 84 centers.?

* There are currently only 25 ACHD fellowship
training programs in the U.S.

We urge Congress to make strategic
federal investments to help attract new
specialized providers into the field of
ACHD and provide funding for additional
training programs.

For more information contact:
Danielle Hile; dhile@achaheart.org or
Jodi Smith; jodi.smith@mendedlittlehearts.org
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