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Understanding Genetics and Hereditary Risk in Congenital Heart Disease 
 

Wednesday, June 13, 2018, 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. EDT  
Presenters: Robert Elder, MD and Martina Brueckner, MD 

 

About the Webinar 
Understanding the genetics of congenital heart disease (CHD) has rapidly evolved over the last few decades. Do 
you know that a large portion of CHD has an underlying genetic cause? Many adults living with CHD do not. Many 
have not been tested for genetic concerns. What is the likelihood that CHD is associated with an underlying 
genetic problem? What kind of testing should be done? What is the risk of having a child or other affected family 
member? Drs. Robert Elder and Martina Brueckner will present an overview of the genetics of CHD. Knowledge of 
how this might help patients with care, especially in regard to family planning and risk of CHD transmission, will 
also be discussed. Register today for this free webinar. You don’t want to miss it. 
 

REGISTER NOW: https://bit.ly/2I5YnM2 
 

About the Presenters 
Robert Elder, MD, completed a combined residency in internal medicine and pediatrics at University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center and a pediatric cardiology fellowship at Columbia University Medical Center. He completed an 
advanced fellowship at Emory University with a focus on adults with CHD and is a board certified specialist in 
ACHD. He is the Director of the Yale Adult Congenial Heart Program. Dr. Elder has expertise in congenital cardiac 
imaging, including transthoracic and transesophageal echocardiography. His research interests include long-term 
outcomes of adult survivors and specifically Fontan patients, with particular focus on the effects of Fontan 
circulation on the liver. He has a passion for patient care and advocacy and speaks regularly about CHD. 
 
Martina Brueckner, MD, obtained her undergraduate and medical degrees from the University of Virginia, 
followed by a Pediatric Residency at the University of Pittsburgh and a Pediatric Cardiology Fellowship at Yale 
University School of Medicine. Her clinical and research focus is on the genetics of CHD. Dr. Brueckner runs a 
research laboratory that focuses on the genetics of CHD and is a Principal Investigator for a major project funded 
through the National Institute of Health known as the Pediatric Congenital Genetic Consortium, a multi-
institutional collaborative to understand the complex genetics of CHD.  
 

About the Adult Congenital Heart Association 
The Adult Congenital Heart Association (ACHA) is a national not-for-profit organization dedicated to improving the 
quality of life and extending the lives of adults with congenital heart disease (CHD). ACHA serves and supports the 
more than one million adults with CHD, their families and the medical community—working with them to address the 
unmet needs of the long-term survivors of congenital heart defects through education, outreach, advocacy, and 
promotion of ACHD research. For more information about ACHA, contact (888) 921-ACHA or visit www.achaheart.org. 
 

This webinar is made possible in part by sponsorship support provided by 
Actelion Pharmaceuticals US and Gilead Sciences, Inc. 
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